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By JAMES LOVELL, A.M. 



Omnes homines naturi Libert at i finest, «t C0ND1TI0NEM Servitutis 
oderunt, Ces. 

— : None ea petit, qux dare aullo modo porTuraus, nifi prius voluntas oos a 
bello »i&os confiicri. Cic. 



BOSTON: 

Wed t>y EDES and GJLL, by Order *f the Town of BOSTON. 

M7i. 



At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
the Toivn of Bofton, in Town Meeting ajfcmbled t by 
Adjournment finTuefday the id Day of April, AD. 1 77 1. 



Voted Unanimoufly, 

AT the Hon. Thomas Cufliing, Efq; Moderator, the 
Hon. John Hancock, Efq; Mr. Samuel Adams, Samuel 
Pcmbcrton, Efq; Dr. Benjamin Church, Richard Dana, Efq; 
and Mr. Henderfon Inches, be and hereby are appointed a Com- 
mittee to return the Thanks of this Toivn to Mr. James LovcII, 
for the Oration delivered by him at their Requefl> in Commemo- 
ration of the horrid Majfacre perpetrated on the Evening of the 
5 tb of March 1770 — Bj a Tarty of Soldiers of the zyth Regi- 
ment ; and to defire a Copy thereof for the Trefs. 

Attefi, 

William Cooper, Town-Clerk. 

Gentlemen, 

J Confent to facrificc my Composition to Ridieule, in ftrong 
hope that the Argument, which I am furc is well 
grounded, will he profetutcd by fomc Tatron or Friend to our 
Cause of more Ieifurc and abilities than 

your obliged humble Servant, 

JAMES LOVELL, 



A N 



ORATION. 



"l^rOUR defign in the appointment of this ceremony, 
J my Friends, and Fellow-Town/w/i, cannot fail to be 
examined in quite different lights at this feafon of 
political diflention. From the principles I profefs, and ia 
thecxercife of my common right to judge with others, I 
conclude it was decent, wife, and honorable. 

The certainty of being favoured with your iindeft par- 
tiality and candor, in a poor attempt to execute the pare 
to which you have inviced mc, has overcome the objection 
©f my inability to perform it in a proper manner ; and I 
now beg the favor of your animating countenance. 

The 
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The horrid bloody fcenc we here commemorate! what- 
ever were the cades which concurred to bring it on that 
dreadful night, mull lead the pious and humane of every 
order to fome fuitable reflections. The pious will adore 
the conduct of that Being who is unfearchable in all his 
ways, and without whofe knowledge not a finglc fparrovr 
falls, in permitting an immortal foul to be hurried by the 
flying ball, the meflcnger of death, in the twinkling of 
an eye, to meet the awfiil Judge of all its fecret aftions. 
The humane, from haying often thought with pleafing 
rapture on the endearing fcenes of fecial life, in all its 
amiable relations, will lament with heart-felt pangs their 
fudden diflolution by tlie indifcretion, rage and vengeance 
of unruly human paffions. 

But, let us leave that (hocking clofe of one continued 
courfe of rancor and difpute from the firft moment that 
the troops arrived in town : that courfe will now be re- 
prefented by your own reflexions to much more folid, 
ufeful purpofe than by any artful language, I hope, 
howeter, that Heaven has yet in ftore fuch happinefs, for 
this affli&ed town and province, as will in time wear out 
the memory of all our former troubles. 

I fincerely 
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I fincerely rejoice with you in the happy event of your 
fteady and uniced effort to prevent a fecond tragedy. 

Oar fathers left their native land,rlfqued all the dangers 
of the fea, and came to this then-favage defart, with that 
true undaunted courage which is excited by a bonfidence 
in God. They came that they might here enjoy them- 
felves, and leave to their pofterity the beft of earthly por- 
tions, full Engl'ifh Liberty. You ihowed upon the alarming 
call for tryal that their brave fpiric ftill exifts in vigor, tho' 
their legacy of rights is much impaired. The fympathy 
and aftive fricndlhip of fomc neighboring towns upon that 
lad occafion commands the higheft gratitude of this. 

We have fecn and felt the )!! effects of placing (landing 
forces in the midftof populous communities ; but thofc arc 
only what individuals fuffer. Your voce direcls me to 
point out the fatal tendency of placing fuch an order in 
free ciiies — fatal indeed ! Athens once was free; a citi- 
zen, a favorite of the people, by an artful ftory gained a 
trifling guard of fifty men ; ambition raugbt him ways 
to enlarge that number : he deftroyed the commonwealth 
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and made himfelf the tyrant of the Athenians. Cafor by 
the length of his command in Caul got the afFcftions of 
his army, marched to Rome, overthrew the ftate, and made 
himfelf perpetual di&ator. By the fame inftruments, many 
lefs republics have been made to fall a prey to the devouring 
pws of tyrants — But, this is a fubjedt which fhould never 
be difguifed with figures ; it chufes the plain flile of diflcr- 
cation. 

The true ftrcngth and fafety of ev£ry commonwealth or 
limited monarchy, is the bravery of its freeholders, its mili- 
tia. By brave militias they rife to grandeur, and they 
come to ruin by a mercenary army. This is founded on 
historical fadts ; and the fame caufes will, in fimilar circum- 
Uanccs, forever produce the fame effe&s. Juftice Black/lone, 
in his inimitably clear commentaries, tells us, that 4< it is 
extremely dangerous in a land of liberty, to make a diftinft 
order of the profeflion of arms ; that fuch an order is an 
object of jcaloufy ; and that the laws and conftitution of 
Enc 'iVid arc jlrangcrs to it." One article of the Bill of 
Rights is,that the raifing or keeping a (landing army within 
the kingdom in a time of peace, unlcfs it be with confirm: 

of 
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if parliament, is againft law. The prcfent army therefore, 
tho' called the f&iceeftablifhmcnt, is kept up by one rfi, and 
governed by another ; both of which expire annually. This 
circumftance is valued as a iufficient check upon the army. 
A lefs body of troops than is now maintained has, on a time, 
deftroyed a King,and fought under a parliament with great 
fuccefs and glory ; but, upon a motion to disband 
them, they turned their matters out of doors, and fixed up 
others in their Head. Such wild things are not again to 
happen, becaufe the parliament have power to flop pay- 
ment once a year : but, arma tencnii quis neget ? which 
may be eafily interpreted, " who will bind Sampjon with his 
locks on ?"* 

The bill which regulates the army, the fame fine author 
I have mentioned fays, " is in mny refpeefs bajlily penned, 
and reduces the foldier to a ftatc of flavery in the midft of 
a free nation. This is impolitick : for flaves envy the free- 
dom of others, and take a malicious pleafure in contribut- 
ing to deftroy it." 

B By 
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• By this fcandalcius bill a juftice of peace is empowered 

to grant, without a previous oath from the military officer, 
ft warrant to break open any (freeman's) houfc, upoa 
pretence of fearching for deferters. 

I muft not omit to mention one more bad tendency : 'tis 
this, — a Handing force leads to a total negleft of militias, 
or tends greatly to difcourage them. 

You fee the danger of a Handing army to the caufe of 
freedom. If the Britifb Parliament confents from year to 
year to be expofed, it doubtlefs has good reafons. But 
when did our affembly pafs an aft to hazard all the property, 
the liberty and lives of their conftituents ? What check 
have we upon a Britijh Army ? Can we disband it ? Caa 
we flop its pay ? 

Our own aflembltcs in America can raifc an army ; anft 
our Monarch,George the 3d. by our conftitution takes im- 
mediate command. This army can confent to leave their 
native provinces. Will the royal chief commander fend 

them 
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$S\em to find barracks at Brunfwick or Lunenburg, at Hano- 
ver, or the commodious ball of Weftmnfler ? Suppofe thfc 
UlWSuppofe this army was informed, nay thought the 
parliament in a&ual rebellion, or only on the eve of one 
againft their King, or againft tbofi who paid and clo.itlxi 
them — for there it pinches *Wc are rebels againft par* 
liament) — we adore chc King. 

Where, in the cafe I have ftatcd, would be the value of 
the boafted Englijh Conftitution ? 

Who are a free people ? Not thofe who do not fuffer 
a&ual oppreflion ; but thofe who have a conftitutional check 
upon the power to opprefs. 

We are flaves or freemen ; if, as we are called, the lad, 
where is our check upon the following powers, France, 
Spain, the States of Holland, or thcBritiJh 'Parliament P Now 
if any one of thefc (and it is quite immaterial which) has 
right to make the two ads in qucftion operate within this 
province,they have right to giveus up to an unlimited army, 
under the fole dire&ion of one Saracen Commander. 

Thu* 
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Thus I have led your thoughts to that upon which I 
formed my conclufion, that the defign of this ceremony 
was decent \ -wife and honorable. Make the bloody 5 th of 
March the ./Era of the refurredtion of your birthrights, 
which have been murdered by the very ftrength that nurfed 
them in their infancy. I had an eye fokly to parliamen- 
tary fupremacy ; and I hope you will think every other 
view beneath your notice in our prefent mod alarming 
fituation. 

t" 

C u clhar,i y Canibdcn and others, gods among men, and 
the Farmer, whom you have addrefled as the friend of 
Americans^ and the common benefactor of mankind ; all 
uicfe have owned that England has right to excrcifc every 
power over us, but that of taking money out of our pockets 
without our confent*. Tho' ic feems almoft too bold 
therefore in us to fay " we doubt in every fingle inflance 

her 



* Taxation and Rcprefeotation are inleparahle. Chath. Cambif. 

i'lom what in our Conftitution is R* prefentation not infcparable ! 
-multa a Ciusso divlnitki dicta cil'-.rcbaatur, c&u fibullum confulem efc ncgaret cu l 
( fc nator ipfe non cflct. Cic. 
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her legal right over this province M ,J yet we muft ajfert it, 
Thofe I have named are mighcy chara&ers, but they 
wanted one advantage providence has given ///. The beam 
is carried off from our eyes by the flowing blood of our 
fellow citizens, and now we may be allowed to attempt to 
remove the mote from the eyes of our exalted patrons. 
That mote, we think, is nothing but our obligation to AY;r- 
Lvul firft, and afterwards Great-Britain, for conftant kind 
protection of our lives and birthrights again/1 foreign dan- 
ger. We all acknowledge that protection. 

Let us once more look into the early hirtory of this 
province. We find that ouv Engli/b Anceftors dilguftcd 
in their native country at a Legislation, which they faw was 
facrificing all their rights, left its Jxirifdieiiou f ,and fought, 
like wandering birds of paflage, fome happier climate. 
Here at length they fettled down. The King of England 
was faid to be the royal [| landlord of this territory ; with 

Him 

\ I confine myfelf to this province, partly from ignorance of other charters; but 
more from a defire even to vex fome abler pen to purfue the idea of -chick : which 
an ^chartered Freeman may do, as well as any other in America. 

f Hmc funt enim fundamcnta firmiflima noftrx libertatis, fui qjemque juris et 
retinendi et dinmten.i; c*Tc dominum, r Cic. 

1 1 <huf< to bury a fruitful fub^rt for any fatyrical genius of the family of Pk» m. 
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Him they entered into mutual facred compift, by which 
the prick of tenure and the rules of management were fairly 
fiated. It is in this compa£t that vrt figd our cult 

TRUE LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY. 



I might here enlarge upon the chara&er of thofc firlt 
fettlcrs, men of whom the world was little worthy ; who, 
for a long courfe of years, afllfted by no earthly power, 
defended their liberty, their religion and their lives againft 
the greateft inland danger from the favage natives : — but 
this falls not within my prefent purpofe. They were 
ficcure by fea. 

In our infancy, when not an over-tempting jewel for the 
Bourbon Crown the very name of England laved us ; after- 
wards her fleets and armies, Wc wifh not to depreciate 
the worth of that proteftion. Of our gold, yea of our 
moft fine gold, we will freely give a part. Our fathers 
would have done the fame. But, mult we fall down and 
cry " let not a (hanger rob and kill mc, O my father ! Ice 

mc 



An Oration. 



15 



At rathei dye by the hand of my brother, and let hint 
ravijb all my portion ? § 

It is faid that difunited from Britain M we fhould bleed 
at every vein'. I cannot fee the confequence. The Stales 
of Holland do not fuffer thus. But grant it true, 
Senaca, would prefer the Launcets of France, Spain or 
any other power to the Bow-Strinc, tho* applied by the 
fair hand of Britannia. 

The declarative vote of the Britijl Parliament is the 
death-warrant of our birthrights, and wants only a Czaritfi 
King to put it into execution. Here then a door of falva- 
tion is open* Great Britain may raife her fleets and armies, 
but it is only our own King that can direft their fire down 
upon ouf heads. He is gracious, but not omnifcient. 
He is ready to hear our Appeals in their proper courfe ; 
and knowing himfelf, tho' the moft powerful prince pn 
earth, yet, a fubjeft under a divine conftitution of Lav, , 

that 



5 —ita vitam eorpufqtie Jervato, ita fortunai, ita rem familiarem, ut Ii?:c poji'ri-rg 
libertatc duc« t — ncc pro bis Ubcrut«D» fed pioMfocrute hcec projiews t*n<i"u» 
pigaora injuria. 
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that law he wiU ask and receive from the twelve Judges of 
England. Thefe will prove that the claim of the Britijb 
Tarliatnent over us is not only illegal in itself, but a 

DOWN-RIGHT USURPATION OF HIS PREROGATIVE aS KING 

of America. 

A brave natioir is always generous. Let us appeal 

therefore, at the fame time, to the generofity of the Peo- 
ple of Great-Britain, before the tribunal* of Europe ; not 
to envy us the full enjoyment of the Rights of Bre- 
thren. 

And now, my Friends and Fellow Townfinen, having 
declared myfelf an American Son of Liberty of true 
charter-principles ; having fhewn the critical and dan- 
gerous fituation of our birthrights, and the true courfe for 
fpeedy redrefs ; I (hall take the freedom to recommend 
with boldnefs one previous ftep, — Let us fhow we under- 
Hand the true value of what we are claiming. 

The 

• I do not Lhiak the Quo Wailrikto agaiaft our firfl charter was tried it a 
proper court. 



An Oration. 17 



The patriot Farmer tells us, " the caufe of LIBERTY 
is a caufe of too much dignity to be fullicd by turbulence 
and tumult. — Anger produces anger; and differences, that 
might be accommodated by kind and refpeftful behaviour, 
may by imprudence be enlarged to an incurable rage. In 
quarrels — riien to a certain height, the firfl caufe of diflen- 
tion is no longer remembered, the minds of the parties 
being wholly engaged in recollecting and refenting the mu- 
tual expreffions of their dillike. When feuds have reached 
that fatal point, confidcrations of reafon and equity vanifh ; 
and a blind fury governs, or rather confounds all things. 
A people no longer regard their intcreft, but a gratification 
of their wrath." 

We know ourfclves fubjects of common Law : to that 
and the worthy executors of it lec us pay a Heady and con- 
fcienr.ious regard. Pall errors in this point have been writ- 
ten with gall by the pen of Malice. May our future 
conduct be fuch as to make even that vile Imp lay her pen 
afidc. 



C 



The 
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The Right which impofes Duties upon us is in difputc : 
but whether they are managed by zSurveyorGeneral&Board 
of Conumffioners, Turkijb Janizaries or Ruffian- Coffacks, let 
them enjoy, during our time of fair tryal, the common 
perfonal protection of the laws of our conflitution. Let 
us {hut our eyes, for the prefent, to their being executors of 
claims fubverjive of our rights. 

Watchful hawkeyed Jealousy ever guards the portal 
of the temple of the Goddess Liberty. This iskno'vn 
to thofe who frequent her altars. Our whole condud 
therefore, I am fure, will meet with the utmoft candor of 
her Votaries : but I am wilhing we may be able to con- 
vert even her bafefl: Apostates. 

We are SLAVES till we obtain fuch redrefs thro' the 
jufticc of our King as our happy conflitution leads us to ex- 
pect. In that condition, let us behave with the propriety 
and dignity of FREEMEN ; and thus exhibit to the world 
a new character of a people which no hiftory defcribes. 



May 
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May the allwife and beneficent Ruler op the Uni- 
verse preferve our lives and health, and profper all oui 
lawful endeavours in the glorious caufe of FREEDOM 



ERRATUM. Pag. 15. 1. 6. for Sinaca, r Sine** 



